Where Angels Fear to Tread
Ecclesiastes 10:1-20

Introduction:

Will Rogers and President Calvin Coolidge
Rogers: would you like me to tell you the latest political jokes?

Coolidge: No, I’ve hired them all.
Solomon had hired a few, himself, and he had been one not a few times.

The word for foolishness or folly is found 9 times in the 10th chapter.

Two ways to live life: wisely or foolishly. You can make the choice.
He is going to warn us about 4 areas where foolishness can ruin our lives.

I.   Foolishness of Little Things 10:1-3
A. Illustration - 10:1
“Dead ﻿﻿flies ﻿﻿putrefy the perfumer’s ointment, and cause it to give off a foul odor; so does a little folly to one respected for wisdom and honor.”
Chapter 7:1 
“A ﻿﻿good name is better than precious ointment,”
A little foolishness in someone’s life can destroy the name and character of an otherwise sweet-smelling life.

“A fly in the ointment”- Not some big thing, just a little thing.

What happened in the perfume box?
B. Examples
1. One item

A little leaven - I Corinthians 5:6 
A little fox – Song of Solomon 2:15
A bit turns a horse

A rudder turns a ship
A little tongue turns a whole body – Behold, how great a forest a little fire kindles! - James 3
2. One person – 9:18
“One sinner destroys much good” - Achan’s sin caused Israel to lose a battle and many lives at AI. Joshua 7

3. One hand – 10:2
A wise man’s heart is at his right hand, but a fool’s heart at his left. 

He does not put his whole heart into it. A moment of weakness characterizes a fool.

4. One impression – 10:3
Even when a fool walks along the way, He lacks wisdom, and he shows everyone that he is a fool. 

Even walking along the road he is shown to be a fool.
One little thing is all it takes - The emperor’s new clothes.
II. Foolishness in Leadership – 10:4-7; 16-19

A. The Ego-Driven Leader – 10:4
If the spirit of the ruler rises against you, ﻿﻿Do not leave your post; For ﻿﻿conciliation ﻿﻿pacifies great offenses. 

This leader abuses those who are under him. He is the only important one.

Woodrow Wilson said, “Every man who takes office in Washington either grows or swells. When I appoint a man to office, I watch to see if he is growing or swelling.”
He is a ruler with no self-control.

Solomon said in the proverbs:

Proverbs 16:32

﻿﻿“He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.”
Proverbs 25:28

“Whoever has no rule over his own spirit Is like a city broken down, without walls.”

What to do when he rises against you:


Don’t panic – don’t leave your post. V.4


Conciliation pacifies great offenses.

Proverbs 15:1
“A ﻿﻿soft answer turns away wrath, But ﻿﻿a harsh word stirs up anger”
16:14

“As messengers of death is the king’s wrath, But a wise man will ﻿﻿appease it”
Make your speeches in private.
B. The Easy-Going Leader – 10:5-7
There is an evil I have seen under the sun, as an error proceeding from the ruler: Folly is set in ﻿﻿great dignity, while the rich sit in a lowly place. I have seen servants ﻿﻿on horses, while princes walk on the ground like servants. 


This leader is insecure and doesn’t want to offend.


He puts unqualified leaders in office.

He appoints leaders who will not threaten him or his rule.

C. The Engineered Leader – 10:16-17
﻿﻿
Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child, and your princes feast in the morning! Blessed are you, O land, when your king is the son of nobles, and your ﻿﻿princes feast at the proper time, for strength and not for drunkenness!
His appointment is arranged not earned.

He is in office for political reasons. 


They end up partying not leading.
Solomon says beware of such childish and foolish leaders. They will enrich themselves at the expense of those they are supposed to lead.
D. The Evil Leader – 10:18-19
Because of laziness the ﻿﻿building decays, and ﻿﻿through idleness of hands the house leaks. A feast is made for laughter, and ﻿﻿wine makes merry; but money answers everything. 
They live to eat, not eat to live

The evil leader is lazy. His organization is falling down around him and he does nothing about it. His kingdom is destroyed.
III. Foolishness in the Labor Pool – 10:8-10

He seems to be saying that it is not only leaders; even laborers need to be careful. 

A. The man digging a pit.

    ﻿﻿He who digs a pit may fall into it,
B. The man tearing down a wall
And whoever breaks through a wall may be bitten by a serpent. 

C. The man quarrying stones

He who quarries stones may be hurt by them,
D. The man chopping wood

And he who splits wood may be endangered by it.
E. The man with a dull ax 10:10
If the ax is dull, and one does not sharpen the edge, then he must use more strength; but wisdom ﻿﻿brings success. 


Work smarter not harder.

IV. Foolishness in Language – 10:11-14

      A. An Untamed Tongue – 10:11
A serpent may bite ﻿﻿when it is not charmed; the ﻿﻿babbler is no different. 

If you are going to charm a snake, make sure you don’t get struck before you get him charmed. 
Make sure you have your tongue under control before you let it loose.

Put mind in gear before you start your tongue 
B. An Unkind Tongue – 10:12
The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious, But ﻿﻿the lips of a fool shall swallow him up; 

C. An Unwise Tongue - 10:13
The words of his mouth begin with foolishness, and the end of his talk is raving madness. 

D. An Undisciplined Tongue – 10:14a
A fool also multiplies words.

Epitaphs ( Hypochondriac)


See, I told you I was sick! 
Remember friend as you walk by as you are now so once was I as I am now you will surely be prepare thyself to follow me.

Beneath this stone, a lump of clay, lies Arrabella Young, who on the 24th of May began to hold her tongue.
E. An Unreasonable Tongue – 10:14b-15
No man knows what is to be; who can tell him ﻿﻿what will be after him? The labor of fools wearies them, For they do not even know how to go to the city! 

Solomon is making a joke here.
This person who lets on that he knows the future, is lost in the present, He doesn’t even know his way home.

We would say, 

“He doesn’t know his head from a hole in the ground.”

F. An Unfaithful Tongue – 10:20
 Do not curse the king, even in your thought; do not curse the rich, even in your bedroom; for a bird of the air may carry your voice, and a bird in flight may tell the matter. 

  “A little birdie told me, ”Be careful what you say, anytime. Beware of gossip!
Hee Haw –
"Now, we're not ones to go 'round spreadin' rumors, Why, really we're just not the gossipy kind, No, you'll never hear one of us repeating gossip, So you'd better be sure and listen close the first time!"
Watch - To whom you say it:

 Someone says something, and you agree and even add your special feeling.

Remember: a dog that will bring a bone, will carry a bone.

When speaking about the Kingdom, the company, the church or the family:

Praise goes down and out
Criticism goes in and up

It’s not really the tongue but the heart.

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

Proverbs 4:23
“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of ﻿﻿life”
Conclusion:

Solomon’s advice use wisdom in our daily lives.
How do we do that?
James 1:5
﻿﻿﻿“If any of you lacks wisdom, ﻿﻿let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and ﻿﻿it will be given to him”
It’s not just a Bible verse. It’s your lifeline from God.

It’s His daily message to you. Not just in times when you face major crises, but at all times.

It can and should be your daily prayer to God.

Lord, give me wisdom today. Help me not to do or say anything foolish. I am naturally foolish in my heart. Lord I can’t be wise without You.  

If you want to live a life of wisdom… want to avoid foolish mistakes and choices… make James 1:5 your prayer on a daily basis.

